Ch 5 Habitats Study Guide

Test Date: TBD---check the agenda 
(You do not have to memorize the plants and animals in each region. Just be familiar with them.) 

* A habitat is a place where a plant or animal lives. 

* A living thing is called an organism. 
* An environment is all the living and nonliving things that surround an organism. 
* A piedmont is an area of gently rolling land between a coast and mountains. 
* Georgia’s Piedmont Region has many hills and rivers. 
* It is warm in summer and cool in winter. 
* Rivers in the Piedmont are muddy and move more slowly than rivers in the mountains. 
* The soil next to rivers is often rich and moist. Plants grow well in this soil. 
* Animals that live here: deer, birds, hawks, cardinals, woodpeckers, mockingbirds, opossum, squirrels,   bears, rattlesnakes, gray tree frogs, turtles, salamanders, mussels, river otters, bass.  
* Atlanta and Buford are located in this region. 
* This region has the MOST people living in it.
* Mountain Region: There are two mountain areas in Georgia. One is called the Blue Ridge Mountain region and the other is called the Appalachian. These are both in the northern part of Georgia. 
* Georgia’s mountains have very high elevations. 
* Animals that live here: black bear, wild pigs, bobcats, deer, salamanders, crayfish, deer mouse, striped bass, Tennessee Warbler, Finch. 
* The water that flows through the rivers and streams in the mountains is cold, clear, and rocky and moves quickly because it is moving DOWN the mountain.
* Elevation tells how high something is above sea level. The higher its elevation, the colder and windier a place is. This is why it is colder in the mountains. 


* Georgia’s highest mountain peak is Brasstown Bald. 

Swamps and marshes, coasts and beaches, and the Atlantic Ocean are in the Coastal Plains. 
* A wetland is an area of low land covered by water for most of the year. 
* 2 types: swamp and marsh.

* Both swamps and marshes can have both salt water and fresh water. 
* Fresh water is the kind of water in lakes and rivers. 

* Salt water is the kind of water found in oceans. 

* A swamp is a wetland in which mostly trees and other woody plants grow. 
*The largest freshwater swamp in North America is located in Georgia. It is called the Okefenokee Swamp. 
* Swamp soil does not have many nutrients that help plants grow. Therefore, only certain kinds of plants and animals are able to live in swamps.

* Carnivorous (meat eater) plants like the Venus fly trap and Pitcher plant trap insects and small animals to absorb nutrients from them.
* A marsh is a wetland in which mostly grasses and other soft-stem plants grow. (ex: cordgrass)
* Georgia has both freshwater marshes and salt marshes. 
* Marshes act like sponges and soak up extra water so the land near marshes does not flood. 
* They also act as filters because they clean the water. As water moves through a marsh, the marsh gets rid of any harmful materials in the water. So when the water flows into a lake or river, it is clean.  Animals that live in swamps and marshes: wading birds, great blue heron, American alligator, snakes, lizards, frogs. 
* A barrier island is a sandy strip of land offshore that protects the mainland. 
* These block winds and waves from the mainland. 
* Barrier islands are always changing. Wind, tides, and waves change the shape of the islands. 
* A coast is any place where an ocean meets land. 
* Most of Georgia’s coasts are sandy beaches. 
* Animals that live here: oysters, diamond back terrapin, crabs, rattlesnakes. 
* Georgia borders the Atlantic Ocean. 
* A dune is a mound of sand formed by wind and moving water. 
* Dunes help protect the land behind the beach. 
* They stop wind and ocean waves from moving inland. 
*****  You must be able to label the 5 different regions on a map of Georgia.
****Also—think about habitats and how humans can harm them.

